
Annotating your Work Cited List 

 
  

To annotate is “to add notes” as defined by the Online Oxford English 

dictionary.  An annotated works cited list is simply a works cited list 

with notes that address the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the 

sources cited. 

  

Annotations:  

 

• immediately follow the source to which they are attached.  
 

• are brief – 3-5 sentences.  

 

• should include some or all of the following: (your teacher may have 

further guidance)  
 

 

▪ Why this source speaks with authority.   (Example: Susan Jones, 

the author and the Smith Professor of Bug Bites at My State U., wrote 

this book after ten years of field work in the rainforests.)  

 

▪ The scope and main purpose of the work.   (Example: The short 

entry in this survey of marine animals covered basic facts and provided 

me with additional search words for my research.)  

 

▪ How you became aware of this source.   (Example: Despite their 

different policies on this difficult subject, both the Democrat and 

Republican Party websites provide links to this source.)  
 

▪ Any biases that you detect.   (Example: This site focuses on 

commercial applications of the technology and only talks about uses that 

make money.)  

 

▪ Intended audience and level of reading difficulty. (Example: 

The author was adept at explaining how the machinery works in clear 

understandable language.)  

 

▪ Critical or thesis altering information provided.  (Example: 

The color coded graphics on this website clearly illustrated the effect of 

the storm on the eel population calling into question the state’s long 

standing conservation policy.)  
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Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed. New York:  

Modern Language Association of America, 2004.    

 

This book is in the collection of the SSFS library and it is used exclusively by 

the Upper School faculty and students.  It has an overwhelming number of 

variations of citation examples which can be confusing.  However, it 

describes how to use in text citations in a way that made sense to me.   

  

Kunka, Jennifer Liethen and Joe Barbato. “MLA Formatting and Style Guide”. The 

Owl at Perdue. Purdue University Writing Lab. 18 Aug 2009. Web. 20 Sept 

2011.   

 

This website is published by the Writing Lab at Perdue and English 

Department of Perdue University. I found it easy to search and was able to 

get to specific examples pretty quickly.  Additionally, it was particularly 

helpful when I needed to cite diagrams and charts.    

  

Trimmer, Joseph F. A Guide to MLA Documentation. 7th ed. Boston: Houghton 

Mifflin, 2006.   

 

In just 72 pages, Trimmer did not cover all of MLA format, but provided 

more than enough citation examples to meet the needs of Middle School 

students like me.  Ted confirmed this booklet, which I found in the free reads, 

is a reliable source about the MLA.  It was small enough to tuck into my 

binder so I had it wherever I did research.   

  

  
 

 


