
AP Comparative Government and Politics 
Summer Reading Assignment 

Summer 2018 
Essentials of Comparative Politics with Cases 

by O’Neil, Fields, and Share 
 

All students entering AP Comparative Government and Politics (COGO) in the fall 2018 must 
complete the following assignment.  Answer the following questions as you read the first chapter of 
your COGO textbook.  These questions are due the first FULL day of class.  ANY LATE 
ASSIGMENT WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED and may result in the student being asked to 
permanently leave the course. 
 
Do NOT wait until the last minute to begin this assignment.  
 
*Note: You may answer these questions in bullet point format – do not rewrite the question.  
If you have any questions, send emails to Kathy.laughlin@ssfs.org.   
 
 
Read Chapter 1: Introduction to Comparative Politics 

 
 

1. What is the difference between comparative politics and international relations? 
 

2. How does your textbook describe the relationship between politics and power? 
 

3. What is the role of power in comparative politics? 
 

4. What is the comparative method and how do inductive and deductive reasoning play a role? 
 

5. The largest share of comparative politics research continues to be about Western Europe.  
What does this demonstrate about the field? 

 
6. What is the difference between correlation and causal relationship? 

 
7. What are the seven major challenges comparativists face in trying to examine political 

features across countries? 
 

8. What is multicausality? 
 

9. What is endogeneity? 
 

10. What is the difference between the qualitative method and the quantitative method? 
 

11. What is the difference between traditional approach and behavioral revolution? 
 

12. What is modernization theory? 
 

13. What is rational choice? 

https://www.amazon.com/Essentials-Comparative-Politics-Cases-Sixth/dp/0393639274/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1528938404&sr=8-3&keywords=essentials+of+comparative+politics+6th+edition&dpID=41pxaIYBdPL&preST=_SY291_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch
mailto:Kathy.laughlin@ssfs.org


14. How can comparative politics be more scientific and predict political outcomes?  What are 
some issues that get in the way of this? 

 
15. What are institutions? What is the difference between formal and informal institutions?  

What role do they play in political life? 
 

16. What is the difference between freedom and equality? 
 

17. Read “Can We Make a Science of Politics?” and answer the following questions. 
 

a. What are the key differences between micro- and macro-level approaches to political 
since, as described earlier? 

 
b. Do you think one is more effective than the other?  Why? 

 
c. Identify a recent world even from the news this past week.  How would researchers 

apply micro- and macro-level approaches to explain this event?  What questions 
would they ask? 

 
d. What makes superforecasters better than others in predicting world events? 

 
 


