
2018-2019 Arts Information 
 
Coding 8 
In this newly created arts class that is being offered to our 8th graders 
during its inaugural semester in the fall, Coding students will explore 
fundamental programming principles and will learn how to write simple 
computer programs. Specifically, students will learn best practices and 
efficient use of various software and apps in the design and development of 
programs. Students will hone problem solving skills, and will have the 
opportunity to work individually as well as collaboratively.  
 
Digital Media Arts 7/8 
In this arts class, Digital Media Art students will be challenged to express 
ideas through digital media technology. Specifically, students will learn to 
use iPad apps and Microsoft Windows software to create digital 
photography, videography and music. All students will learn the basics of 
the various software and apps, but individuals may advance to more 
complex techniques. Students will have the opportunity to work individually 
as well as collaboratively, while giving consideration to their intended 
audience, mode of expression and editing skills. 
 
Drama 7/8 
Drama students will explore basic acting techniques through a variety of 
games, ensemble exercises and improvisations. Students will work 
independently, in pairs and in small groups to create specific improvised 
scenarios and scenes. In the process of creating original scenes students 
will learn essential concepts of naturalistic acting. In drama class students 
will sharpen their focus and concentration skills and learn to work 
effectively as an ensemble. Towards the end of the semester, students will 
devise and rehearse their own original dramatic material that they will share 
with an invited audience. This class is a performance based class which 
requires participation in “Arts Night” at the end of each semester. 
 
Independent Study in the Arts 8 
This newly created option will allow 8th grade students with a particular 
interest in a facet of the arts to spend the spring semester delving into a 
deeper understanding and appreciation of their passion (e.g., music, 
dance, visual art, etc.). Students who express an interest in the ISA option, 
must prepare a proposal for review and approval by the Arts Department 



Head prior to final enrollment in this course. Students will receive training 
on goal-setting, and their efforts will strengthen their skills as an 
independent learner. During the course of the semester they will participate 
in activities around developing a themed portfolio of their work, and they 
will present their culminating product at Arts Night. In addition to working on 
their projects during designated class time, ISA students will have some 
after school and tutorial time requirements.  
 
Movement 7/8 
Movement class will explore a variety of American and Cultural dance 
styles ranging from modern to swing to breakdancing and improvisation. 
Students will investigate the elements of dance, create original movement 
composition and choreography, and learn about world renowned dance 
pioneers and their influence on the Art form and eventually prepare an 
independent project, which is a chance to research a dance culture of 
interest and present it to the class. This class is a performance based class 
which requires participation in “Arts Night” at the end of each semester. 
 
Music 7/8 
Music students participate in the playing of a variety of instruments, 
including hand bells and hand chimes. Students study and play music 
representing a number of different styles and have opportunities to create 
their own original music. The skills of writing music and the use of music 
notation are practiced throughout the class. Students listen to various types 
of music with an emphasis on improving their music listening skills as well 
as their overall understanding of music. This class is a performance based 
class which requires participation in “Arts Night” at the end of each 
semester. 
 
Visual Art 7/8 
Students will review and enhance their natural abilities in drawing and 
painting more realistically by using Perspective and the Renaissance Grid 
to re-create enlarged images with colored pencil, pastel, paint or even a 
large scale mural project. The class will continue to build and  
refine their ceramic skills in hand-building functional and artistic pieces of 
clay art. Students will engage in a deeper study of artists from many genres 
that will influence the students’ themes in their own art work. Students will 
move at their own pace and be responsible for keeping an art journal of 
their work progress throughout the semester.  
 



Weaving 7/8 
This is a semester long class offered to the 7th and 8th grade in the Middle 
School. Students are introduced to the skills involved in the weaving studio. 
Working on their own levels, students will have the opportunity to develop 
their technical and creative skills in weaving on a floor loom. Students will 
learn about weaving techniques, structures, color, design, texture, and 
fiber, and will explore weaving in other cultures. Students new to weaving 
will begin by making a sampler with different weave structures and yarns 
and then move on to plan and work on projects of their own design. 
Returning students will start with an assigned project and then move on to 
design their own projects.  
 


