
March 29, 2020 
 
Dear Upper School Students and Families, 
 
To say that this Spring Break was unlike any in my entire lifetime is stating the obvious, and I’m 
sure not dissimilar to your experience. I was struck, however, by Tom’s message that arrived 
this past Wednesday, and that the disruption to our plans and assumptions about life also 
affords us the opportunity to engage with one another in different ways. I talked on the phone 
and video chatted with family and friends way more than usual. I became more creative about 
using up food from the freezer. And, I’ve realized that 20 seconds of hand washing isn’t so long 
after all. I’m curious what you’re noticing about life these days. 
 
As we look to Monday and the return to virtual learning there is much to look forward to and to 
consider. We all benefited from the first few days prior to Spring Break to begin this new mode 
of learning. And if the intervening time away has taught us anything, it is that we are not alone 
in delivering education in this environment. Upon my own reflection during this past week, I am 
aware that faculty have responded to this moment with an amazing level of dedication and 
commitment to learning new methods and means of delivering curriculum. Students, with 
understandable disappointment at being torn from the social fabric that is essential to their 
development, have already found ways to stay connected through virtual lunches and other 
virtual gatherings. And our families, parents and guardians, have demonstrated not only a 
continued dedication to their child’s learning, but have had the opportunity to become even 
more familiar with the School’s program.  
 
Below are several sections relating to aspects of how our virtual learning will continue as we 
resume on Monday. 
 
Academic Program 
In terms of the academic program, faculty have taken valuable lessons from their first four days 
and are prepared to resume classes in both synchronous and asynchronous formats. We know 
that many of our students from other countries have, understandably, decided to return home. 
Teachers are well aware of this change and will be adapting to their students being spread 
across a twelve-plus hour time zone difference. While this presents some challenges to 
synchronous learning times, there is perhaps no more practical application of 21st century 
skills. 
 
Academic Integrity 
One matter that arose early for the Upper School was that relating to our standard of academic 
integrity in a virtual learning environment. As a school we are committed to reflection and 
growth, and this is an area where we have needed to evolve quickly. Rasha is working with 
faculty to clarify that the standard of students representing their own work remains and that 
assignments and assessments will need to be modified for a virtual setting. Our expectations 
around academic integrity remains the same. As such, the default expectation of any 
assignment or assessment is that students complete the work independently unless specifically 



directed by the teacher. This means that, unless specifically instructed by the teacher, students 
are expected to submit their own work, without any assistance from online sources and others 
including classmates, family members.  
 
Advisory, Affinity Groups, Clubs and Student Organizations 
Advisors continue to be a primary resource for student’s academic, emotional and social 
support. Students, parents and guardians are encouraged to continue to reach out to advisors 
with questions and concerns. Advisors will also be initiating outreaches to students to stay 
engaged and connected.  
 
We will continue to support student clubs and affinity groups during virtual learning. Student 
leaders can reach out to their club and affinity group advisors to discuss coordinating and 
scheduling meetings and activities. Students can also contact Ben McClellan, Dean of Students 
directly to discuss creating new clubs that serve our virtual community.  
 
The Learning Resource Collaborative (LRC) 
The LRC is looking forward to supporting you in new ways as virtual classes resume. As always, 
Shannon, Ebe, and Jenai will be available to you, but we’ve added Sunshine Klein and Kerry 
Foley to our team as well. Both Sunshine and Kerry have training and experience supporting 
students in academic coaching/tutoring/learning center environments.  
 
Below is a list of ways the LRC is here to support you: 

• Beginning or end-of-day planning session with LRC members 
o This can include creating and setting a calendar, choosing a digital or hardcopy 

tool to stay organized, etc. 
• Consultation with students 

o Brainstorming creative ways to accommodate at home 
o Collaborating about unique challenges presented by the home environment that 

may make accommodations difficult 
o Other questions and concerns  

• Consultation with families  
o Questions or concerns about what role other members of the household can 

play in the students’ education and accommodation 
o Collaboration regarding support for a student who will be home alone all day 

 
To schedule a calendar planning appointment, click here. To schedule a Family Consultation, 
click here. You will find these links as well as suggestions and resources on our Learning 
Resources Final Site page, located under “Family Resources.” Additionally, please email 
Shannon Needham or Ebe Behnia with any questions. 
 
Social/Emotional Support 
Our counseling staff, Nicole Banks and Meghan Cassidy are preparing to provide individual and 
group support focused on academic success. Nicole will be teaching grade level appropriate 
health and well-being classes that focus on emotional, social, and physical development. They’ll 



also be supporting teachers, advisors, and parents working with students and providing 
community resources for mental health concerns. Additionally, the US Counseling FinalSite 
page has online resources. 
 
College Counseling 
The College Counseling Office will continue to provide personal and grade-wide guidance and 
advice to students and parents. Prior to Spring Break, communications from the office went to 
the 11th and 12th grades and they will send emails to keep everyone abreast of ongoing 
developments in college admission and higher education. Please look out for them. 

• Seniors, remember to update Chris and Candice on your final decisions from colleges 
and your plans for the coming fall. Since you will not be able to go on any college visits 
this spring to help you decide on where you want to enroll, their knowledge of different 
schools and additional resources to help you find the one that will best fit you will be 
invaluable. 

• Juniors, Chris and Candice will continue to schedule individual meetings with you 
through Zoom to help you plan for senior year and move you forward in your college 
search.  

 
Parent/Guardian Support and Feedback 
In addition to the various aspects of support the School is offering to students and their 
families, specifically through the LRC, I will be hosting four grade specific Virtual Coffee and 
Conversations and an additional Zoom gathering for Chinese families this coming week. The 
dates, times and Zoom links are listed below. Beyond this week, I will begin holding more 
regular opportunities for us to connect virtually.  
 
Virtual Coffee and Conversations 

• Tuesday, March 31 
o 10:00-11:00 AM - 10th Grade  https://zoom.us/j/196088406 

• Wednesday, April1  
o 7:00-8:00 AM - Chinese Families w/ translation https://zoom.us/j/903343695 
o 10:00-11:00 AM - 12th Grade  https://zoom.us/j/490400780 

• Thursday, April 2 
o 10:00-11:00 AM - 11th Grade  https://zoom.us/j/274175812 

• Friday, April 3  
o 10:00-11:00 AM - 9th Grade https://zoom.us/j/168989032 

 
Thank you for taking the time to read all this. Thank you for your support of SSFS, and please 
stay safe! 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Jonathan 
 


