
 
 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians of SSFS 8th Grade Students, 

I hope that the start of your child’s 8th grade year at SSFS has been positive and engaging. No 
doubt they are enjoying the unique role they play in the Middle School even as they may be 
starting to think about what lies ahead for them academically. In the days ahead, your child will 
receive information about scheduled Shadow Visits to our Upper School. This is a great way for 
them to experience firsthand the breadth and variety of opportunities that we offer. 

Likewise, we want to support you as you consider your child’s continued development. To that 
end, I’m writing to invite you to learn more about the Upper School at SSFS through two 
specific events in October.  

First, on the evening of Tuesday, October 1st we will hold the annual Information Night for 
Current SSFS Middle School Families.  We will meet at 6:45 pm in Studio B of the Performing 
Arts Center (PAC), and light refreshments will be provided. This information night, geared 
toward parents, is a great opportunity to talk with members of the Upper School faculty and 
administration including department heads, members of the Ninth Grade team, the US 
Academic Dean, US Counselor, the US Learning Specialist, and the Director of College 
Counseling. Middle School families will be divided into several smaller, more intimate groups 
that will meet with 3-4 Upper School representatives at a time and tour a few key Upper School 
buildings. This format has proved very successful in conveying the essence of our amazing 
program and providing ample opportunity for individual questions. While students are invited 
to attend, the night will be primarily geared toward parents.  

Second, the SSFS Fall Open House is Sunday, October 20, from 1:00-3:30 PM, on campus. 
Faculty, students, staff, and I will be available to talk with you about the Upper School program, 
your child, and how we might support your child’s continued growth and development, 
especially as you look to the future. 

Here at SSFS, we know there are numerous outstanding independent and public schools in our 
area. We are proud of the program, faculty, and curriculum we offer at SSFS; it is a positive and 
effective fit for many of our Middle School students. We also openly encourage you to consider 
all of your options, and we support you in making the best decision for your family. In addition 
to the programmed events listed above, I would welcome the opportunity to meet with you in 
person to discuss your child and whether SSFS is the best place for them. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jonathan Oglesbee 
Upper School Head 


