
Dear Boarding Students and Families (Particularly from China), 
 
I am writing as a follow up to the email that the School sent last week regarding the 
coronavirus. As you likely already know, on January 31, the U.S. State Department issued a 
Travel Advisory of “Level 4: Do Not Travel” for China. This was in response to the World Health 
Organization’s determination that this “rapidly spreading outbreak constitutes a Public Health 
Emergency of International Concern.” Over the weekend, additional information regarding the 
cancellations of flights and warnings against travel to China continued to emerge. 
 
As a result, I am strongly urging our students, specifically from China, not to travel to China 
over Spring Break or at all before the end of the school year. While we cannot forbid students 
from doing so, everyone should know that the U.S. State Department further advises that 
“travelers should be prepared for travel restrictions to be put into effect with little or no advance 
notice. Commercial carriers have reduced or suspended routes to and from China.” The School’s 
concern is that traveling to China would not only expose students to the coronavirus, but could 
also impact their ability to return to the U.S. and could place their F1 Student visa status in 
jeopardy.  
 
In addition to the physical and immigration concerns this situation causes, I am also keenly 
aware that this situation is taking an emotional toll on many of our students from China. Due to 
the time difference, some students are online or in communication with family throughout the 
night, causing them to have sleepless nights as well as stress and anxiety during the day. The 
School is actively providing emotional support through our counseling staff, and I have alerted 
faculty and staff to be particularly attentive to students who may be exhibiting signs of 
increased distress. 
 
An additional source of support has been the Chinese Student Affinity Group, which is actively 
pursuing ways to engage the School in modes of assistance for those directly impacted by this 
health crisis. True to Sandy Spring, our students are letting their lives speak by responding to 
those in need. 
 
To our Parents of Students from China - I have continued to be in regular communication with 
parents of our students from China through WeChat, and parent after parent has asked me to 
reassure their child and to encourage them not to worry. I certainly understand parents’ desire 
to reassure their children, and we are making every effort to provide support, comfort, and 
guidance. I would also ask our parents of students from China to be mindful to encourage their 
children to get rest and utilize the support the School is providing. 
 
To our Host Family Parents of Students from China - I know many of you are having ongoing 
conversations with your host students. Please continue your ongoing support, but also know 
that the School is prepared to offer additional support. We look to your assessment for guidance 
as to ways the School can provide additional care. 
 

https://www.ssfs.org/cf_enotify/view.cfm?n=2091


Thank you for your time and attention to this and know that all of us at SSFS are holding in the 
light all those impacted by this crisis. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jonathan 
 

 

Jonathan Oglesbee 
Upper School Head 
Sandy Spring Friends School 
Let Your Lives Speak 
www.ssfs.org | jonathan.oglesbee@ssfs.org 
T: 301-774-7455 x123 | F: 301-570-4278 
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